MESOPOTAMIA	[baghdad
We called on Sayed Muhammad Ali Kazvini
on the 17th, and congratulated him on his escape,
He is to return the call this evening, and I propose
to give him L.T.ioo to distribute among the poor
of the town, as a special case. There is undoubt-
edly a great deal of misery and want here, and I
hope to prevail on him to accept the responsibility
of relieving some of it, though I fear that he may
shrink from the attendant worry and inconvenience.
If he does, 1 propose to instruct him to make out a
statement of the most deserving cases and to send it
to you direct.
I went to Hindieh yesterday and inspected the
town. Umran and his following, with the Fatlah
sheikhs, received me and were extremely friendly.
They hope to come to Baghdad in a day or two,
bringing the Khafaja and Isar sheikhs with them. I
told them that the sooner they came the better, as
I did not think it likely that any orders would be
given about the Jadwal until they had done so. I
was careful at the same time to make no kind of
promise.
I drove to Babylon this morning and inspected
the headquarters of the German archaeologists. So
far as 1 can sec, everything is untouched, except
some 200 rifles and ammunition which have of
course been taken. The caretaker, Habib Ibn
Alawi> looks a great rascal, but he has apparently
confined himself to taking what he could immedi-
ately dispose of, and has guarded the actual anti-
quities and the personal property of his late em*
ployers surprisingly well. I put him officially in
charge of the house and of the excavations and
promised that if no further harm was done he would
not be forgotten.
April Qist, Baghdad.—M^fG left Hillah by carriage
at 4.30 yesterday morning and arrived here at
4 p.m* I have handed to the Controller of Local

